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good. I have the N and stuff so that is good. And look at my streets! I have four streets. 

I only have two of these, pointing to the symbols. Can you help?”

Single-point rubrics are not limited to use in elementary school. High school science 

teacher Tracy Glass wanted her students to propose a researchable question and engage 

in an investigation. They had significant choice in the topic, provided that they could 

make a connection with the contents of the class. Students would write their paper and 

present their findings to the class in small groups during breakout sessions. The single- 

point rubric she used for students to self-assess their work can be found in Figure 23.
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SINGLE-POINT RUBRIC FOR SCIENCE INVESTIGATION

 
 
 
Grows—How I Can 
Strengthen My Work

Criteria and Descriptors 
for learning about  
decomposing and  
composing numbers 
into groups of hundreds, 
tens and ones

 
 
 
Glows—Strong Aspects 
of My Work

Identify a topic that aligns 
with course content (make 
sure you have approval 
before starting the project).

Develop a thesis statement 
or claim that you can 
investigate.

Collect and organize 
evidence that supports 
your thesis or claim.

Collect and organize 
evidence that refutes your 
thesis or claim.

Create an outline for your 
paper that includes your 
thesis or claim as well as 
your major talking points 
(make sure we talk before 
you start writing).

Anayeli noted that she was strong in all of the areas except that all of her evidence 

supported her claim. As she said, “I have tons of research about flossing. I know, it’s a 

strange topic. But I wanted to know more about why people say we should floss. But I 

don’t have anything that says we should not floss. So, I need to go back and see if I am 

missing something. It wouldn’t be on the rubric if I can’t do it, so there must be some-

thing out there.”

Note that the rubric did not specifically relate to flossing or any other topic. But it did 

cause the student to think about her response and what she still needed to do. She 

ended up finding studies suggesting that flossing was not that important that she had 

not found before because, as she says, she was searching for “the benefits of flossing.” 


