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Single-Point Rubrics 
for Self-Assessment

The strategies in this playlist focus on students being able to assess their own learning. To 

do so, they require tools. Specifically, tools that they understand and can use. These tools 

allow them to monitor their own learning, make adjustments to their learning, and increase 

the likelihood that students will seek out, and accept, the feedback that you provide. 

As you probably noticed, the Know/Show chart was a powerful way for students to 

identify what they learned and the various ways that they could show it. Single point 

rubrics also allow students to identify what they know and can do compared with the 

criteria for success. In Playlist 3, on composing, we shared a number of rubrics that 

were analytic or holistic. More traditionally, those are used by the teacher to assess 

student learning, recognizing that they are really only useful if students know what is in 

the rubric in advance of completing tasks.

The single-point rubric is different. Essentially, you take the success criteria, or the level 

that is proficient on an analytic rubric and use that as the criterion against which stu-

dents assess their understanding. As with all rubrics, they can be co-constructed with 

students or developed by the teacher. When developed by the teacher, it’s important to 

ensure that students understand the items on the rubric. 

Typically, a single-point rubric has the criteria and descriptors in the middle column of 

three, with left column being reserved for areas of need and the right for areas that indi-

cate performance or understanding meeting or exceeding the expectations. The first 

graders in Lana Thibodeaux’s class were learning to construct simple maps. They had 
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KNOW/SHOW CHART

What do you know about the locations, 

landforms, and climates of Mexico,  

Central America, and South America?

 

 

How can you show what you know?
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Source: Fisher, D., Frey, N., & Gonzalez Ojeda, A. (2020). On-your-feet guide: Distance learning by design, 
grades 3–12. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.


