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ASSESSMENT COOKIE 2: 
ASSESSMENTS COME IN 
ALL SHAPES AND SIZES
Assessments come in different sizes. What we mean by assessment size is the consid-

eration of time spent completing the assessment (both synchronously and asynchro-

nously), as well as how much student effort is required to complete this assessment. 

The assessment size requires consideration about what the student and teacher will do 

with the assessment both during and after the time frame they have engaged with it. If 

teachers and students are unsure of the purpose of the assessment, then we argue the 

assessment is not appropriate in time and place. 

For example, asking a question and inviting students to respond via chat is a relatively 

small assessment. Having students complete a task in which they summarize what they 

have learned over the course of a week via a Flipgrid video is a larger assessment. 

Assigning a project that includes multiple components and a written response is even 

larger. This size consideration is important as time will need to be allocated accordingly. 

Figure 2 contains several questions for consideration as you plan assessments.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS IN ASSESSMENT MAPPING

IF TEACHERS AND 
STUDENTS ARE 
UNSURE OF THE 
PURPOSE OF THE 

ASSESSMENT, THEN 
WE ARGUE THE 

ASSESSMENT IS NOT 
APPROPRIATE IN 
TIME AND PLACE.  

	What size assessment will I be using?

	Does this assessment inform me about students’ performance?

	Does this assessment inform students about their performance?

	Does this assessment focus on a product?  

	Does this assessment focus on processes?

	Do students have voice and choice in the production of this assessment?

		How will I inform my students (or how will my students inform each other) of their 

evaluation?

	How am I measuring progress/achievement on this assessment?

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/AssessmentPlaybookonline
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