
53Step 2: Develop the Tools of Argumentation

CONCEPT 7. COMPLEX CLAIMS

So far this chapter has dealt with the basics of argumentation using the 
simple argument. A simple argument is a single claim, its evidence, and 
its warrant. Most arguments are complex. Complex arguments are con-
structed using multiple simple claims. These simple claims serve as the 
premises of the major argument. A premise is a previous statement of fact 
or assertion (claim) that serves as the evidence for warranting the claim of 
a major argument. Build complex arguments as follows:

 • First, build the simple arguments, using data for each as evidence to 
justify its claim.

 • Then, use the claims produced by these simple arguments as the 
premises to build the evidence necessary to justify the major claim 
of the complex argument.

Consider the following example. There are two simple claims: “Young 
women commit fewer classroom infractions than young men,” and “Young 
women are more adaptable to social situations than are young men.” These 
two claims lead to what we call a major claim: “Among all students, male and 
female, the best-behaved students are female.” Notice that these simple 
claims, when added together, provide the foundation (evidence) for the com-
plex argument and, when taken as fact, lead to a conclusion, the major claim.

A model for the complex argument is seen in Figure 2.5.

 Figure 2.5  The Development of the Complex Argument
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