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According to Coyle, the average person remembers 300% more 

words from Column B than from Column A despite the fact 

that the pairings are otherwise similar. The reason? We have 

to work for a brief second to understand the second column 

because of the missing letter, and that small moment of strug-

gle is enough to make the list exponentially more memorable.

Once students know that we won’t make the changes for 

them yet we expect them to revise, they will be far more likely 

to put in the effort needed to get it there, which in turn will 

make it far more likely they will learn the lesson. Further, 

doing this is also good practice from an efficiency standpoint. 

It takes way less time to offer destinations and potential steps 

than it takes to troubleshoot problematic sentences, cross out 

redundancies, organize a paper, and otherwise solve all the 

problems for the students!

CORE GROWTH AREAS

The first chapter discusses how not over-commenting on a paper is a win from 

both efficiency and effectiveness standpoints because it frees up time for us to 

fully teach the lessons we do cover without adding more time to our responding 

FIGURE 2.5 • Example of Coyle’s Word list

A B

sunrise/sunset ice/cr_am

peanut butter/jelly table/ch_irs

sun/stars f_st/forward

movie/popcorn pepperoni/p_zza

snow/ice c_ffee/tea

car/keys y_sterday/today

apples/oranges light/h_use

country/city t_xt/call

chocolate/chip rain/cl_ud

knife/fork s_n/moon

How will my  
students know the 
right answers if  
I don’t show them?

If it feels like a student needs an example of 
how to fix a repeated error (e.g., a comma 
splice or an unclear topic sentence), I will 
make one correction and take the time to 
explain what I did and why. But after that, 
I will state that I expect the student to go 
through and use that model to eliminate 
the issue throughout her paper. If I think 
this will still be too complex a task, I will 
sometimes also highlight lines where that 
same issue appears, so the student has 
some further direction concerning where 
the issues lie.




