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Step 2: Learn more about the  
history and language of another culture.

Learning about other cultures is a lifelong journey. For 
this step, choose a culture that you do not know much 
about, with the understanding that specific cultures are 
not monolithic. Take steps to learn as much as you can 

about that culture through individual research. Consider how 
what you have learned will impact your teaching and inter-
actions with ML students and families who share that home 
culture. As a reminder, it is important to avoid making assump-
tions about ML students and families based on what you learn; 
instead, use your new knowledge to generate appropriate 
questions you might ask a student. Consider using Figure 2.4, 
Learning About Another Culture, to guide your work.

Figure 2.4 Learning About Another Culture

Items to research about another country’s culture:

•	 Language (how is it similar to or different from English)

•	 Historical events that shaped the country

•	 Cultural group and factors that may have impacted 
immigration to the US

•	 Religious beliefs or foundations

•	 Beliefs about family and kinship

•	 Sports or hobbies enjoyed in the culture

•	 An interesting fact

Step 3: Identify patterns of inequity  
that may exist and begin a conversation 
about this in your school.

Lindsey et al. (2019) describe that culturally proficient change 
initiatives can raise awareness about practices and policy 
changes that need to be made in schools or school districts. 
The following topics are some possible areas of inequity that 
may exist for ML students and their families. Look at the list 
in Figure 2.5, Exploring Inequity in My Context, and identify 
one area that you feel you would like to explore. You could 
choose one area from the list or another possible source of 




