
51Step 2: Develop the Tools of Argumentation

warrant is the connection between the evidence and the conclusion. It 
is the because statement. It is the response to the following sentence: 
“Based on the evidence presented, the claim made is reasonable and 
legitimate because. . .”

A warrant frames the evidence by using some rule of logic to draw a 
reasoned conclusion, thereby justifying the claim. The warrant is the third 
leg of the simple argument (Figure 2.1).

The term warrant takes its definition from early medieval use. As used 
by monarchs, a king’s warrant granted its holder certification to perform 
certain duties under the authority of the crown. The warrant was a letter 
of guarantee, a license, and a permit. It allowed the holder safe port and 
safe passage.

The warrant, as used in the persuasive argument, certifies the argu-
ment’s safe passage to make its claim. The warrant is the logical license, 
the rationale that justifies the legitimacy of the evidence as reason to 
make the claim, making the argument work. Warrants are logical rules of 
thinking and are seldom stated directly. Remember the example used 
earlier: “Stop; the light is red.” The evidence (the light is red) and claim 
(stop) are presented here, but the warrant is not. The implied warrant 
here is the rule—a red signal light means cross traffic has the right of way 
and we are not allowed to proceed. The statement “The light is red” pro-
vides the justification for the claim to stop.

A warrant creates the logical bridge that validates and connects a 
pattern of evidence in such a way that the reader is persuaded to agree 
with the conclusion made by the claim. Figure 2.4 illustrates the place of 
a warrant as the logical bridge in the simple argument.

 Figure 2.4  The Simple Argument: The Logic of the Argument
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