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Figures 2.2 and 2.3 show two examples of prewriting that can be assessed and 

turned into useful feedback in seconds. Figure 2.2 shows a student-drawn map of 

the setting of his personal narrative. Having students draw detailed, descriptive 

maps before writing a story or narrative is a common technique to help students 

generate and visualize those little details that bring stories alive, but these maps 

also provide visual outlines that teachers can, at a glance, assess for everything 

from characterization to story structure.

FIGURE 2.2 • student Map of setting

Figure 2.3 is an outline I use for research papers. It is structured like a nar-

rative story arc because I find having students think about research papers 

as stories helps them avoid two of the most common research paper issues: 

disorganized papers that read like lists of information and bland, uninter-

esting prose. At the same time, the narrative structure of the outline also 

allows the teacher to tell at a quick glance which students are the most at 

risk to falling into dull or poorly organized papers, allowing her to allocate 

her attention accordingly.




