
41Step 2: Develop the Tools of Argumentation

the reasons are not convincing, or if the logic applied fails to support the 
conclusion, the conclusion is unsound. Here is a simple formula:

An argument = reasona + reasonb + . . . reasonn ∴ conclusion.

Apply this formula to the weather example presented earlier. Clouds 
are gathering (reasona), the barometer is falling (reasonb), and rain is forecast 
(reasonc); therefore, it will probably rain during the morning commute. “It 
will rain on our commute” is the thesis of our argument (conclusion).

CONCEPT 3. EVALUATING 
THE BASIC PARTS OF AN ARGUMENT

The following four questions provide a handy guide for checking the 
validity of an argument. Ask these questions whenever you are evaluating 
an argument.

1. What is the stated conclusion?

2. What are the reasons that support the conclusion?

3. Do the reasons stated have convincing data to support them?

4. Does the conclusion logically follow from those reasons?

A persuasive argument can come in many patterns and can employ 
sets of reasons formed into logical constructions of many sorts. The types 
of evidence and supporting data making up each reason can vary as well. 
However, regardless of the number of reasons presented, the evidence 
supplied, and the logical reasoning used, the case made must logically 
justify the conclusion reached. Figure 2.1 diagrams the simple argument.
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 Figure 2.1  The Simple Argument


