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two can appear subtle, the results are anything but. Figure 2.1 compares the 

two approaches.

FIGURE 2.1 • Interested Reader and detached Authority Comparison

A DETACHED AUTHORITY AN INTERESTED READER

*Marks all moments where a preconceived 
set of rules are broken

*Marks only the issues that directly are 
connected to the lessons being learned in 
this paper

*Records all or most thoughts on the page 
while reading

*Records only the thoughts that connect 
to focus areas

*Largely communicates in curt shorthand *Communicates in complete or nearly 
complete sentences and fully explains 
points that are made

*Uses the same approach and language 
for all students

*Adapts the approach and language to fit 
for the student

For example, let’s think about the two narrative snippets above. I know the stu-

dent who wrote “Melancholic Sentimentality” read Oscar Wilde and Sylvia Plath 

between classes, and I could tell from a quick glance at her revision history that 

she had invested many, many hours into the piece already. For her, language is 

the most serious business, and if I let a hyphen take the spot of an em dash or 

allow a comma to continue on its merry way spliced, it would likely damage my 

credibility in her eyes.

When I responded to that first piece I thought about the student, context, and 

my role, and I decided to occupy a role that was closer to that of an editor than 

I normally would because I knew that was what the student was looking for. 

The little editorial details are also largely what she needs to progress forward. Of 

course, I was still strategic; I didn’t mark every thought I had, but I also didn’t 

shy away from technicalities and nuanced discussion of tone and grammar. 

Afterward this writer thanked me for the depth and care I showed.

As for “Personal Narrative,” I knew the student came into my class with a dislike 

of writing, largely because he was embarrassed about his writing mechanics. At 

the same time, I knew from talking to him that he loved music and language 

(Drake being his favorite intersection of the two), and I’d seen him jotting down 

catchy rhymes in his notebook.




