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may seem alarming, it is what Ms. Nguyen did with that information that was striking. “I 

knew my students could not properly complete this assignment without knowing the 

difference between those terms, so instead of collecting this assignment, I dedicated 

the next lesson to clarifying what the students found confusing.” This information was 

gleaned from the form in less than one minute and completely altered Ms. Nguyen’s 

instruction. 

The One-Pager 

Much like a Twitter Notes Summary from Playlist 2, the one-pager provides a medium 

for students to summarize their thoughts and key takeaways from aspects of our 

instruction. Unlike a traditional summary, the one-pager includes both text and images. 

For a one-pager to be successful, students take what they’ve learned and include their 

highlights on a single page. The application of the one-pager assignment is seemingly 

limitless. Although originally intended to use to summarize novels, these can extend 

to lesson summaries, summaries about a TED Talk, current events, podcast, film, a lab-

oratory, or simply a summary of a unit of study (among even more applications). For 

one-pagers to yield a higher impact, there are certain steps that should be considered 

(see Figure 19). The mixed media approach to creating one-pagers can encourage stu-

dents to leverage multiple dispositions as they complete this assessment. By allowing 

students to have aspects of voice and choice in their completion of these assignments, 

we can foster their ability to critically engage with the content using skills that are famil-

iar to them. 
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL ONE-PAGERS

1. Choose elements you want students to put onto their one-pagers: for example, 

quotations, key themes, literary elements, discussion of style, important characters 

or dates, connections to other disciplines, connections to their lives, connections to 

modern culture.

2. Create a layout using the shapes tool in PowerPoint or something similar. 

3. Connect your instructions to your layout. Make it clear which elements should go in 

which area of your template (this is especially important in younger grades).

4. Rubrics created for these assignments should draw directly from success criteria 

and should be discussed prior to giving this assessment. 

5. Digital one-pagers can be created using a variety of programs (depending on the 

level of comfort students and teachers have), but are just as effective if built in a 

word processing program.

6. One-pagers should be displayed for all students to participate in a Virtual Gallery 

walk. This is especially true if the one-pager is being used for a larger summary  

(unit, film, etc.).

Source: Adapted from Potash (2019). https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/one-pagers


