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Power Writing to 
Assess Fluency 

Composing requires two different kinds of fluency: the conceptual fluency of thought, 

and scribing fluency to put those ideas down on paper or screen. Composing, there-

fore, is in part the ability to push ideas from brain to pencil or keyboard. We have long 

used Power Writing as a way to gauge the writing fluency progress of our students, 

particularly in being able to generate a volume of writing. 

Power writing consists of short daily timed writing events designed to build writing flu-

ency (Fearn & Farnan, 2001). The premise is simple: three one-minute rounds of daily 

writing, either on paper or in their interactive notebooks, with the direction to “write 

as much as you can, as well as you can.” At the end of each round, students count the 

number of words they have written and record the amount. They reread what they have 

written and circle any errors they noticed whether mechanics or syntax. We don’t ask 

them to correct them; circling the error lets us know they noticed the error and it is not 

necessary to reteach them the skill. 

What we have noticed time and again is that the number of words written increases 

between the first and third rounds. Students record their daily “personal best” on  

digital graph paper so they can see their own progress. We have used this same tech-

nique with second graders and high school seniors. In some cases, we provide a word 

or phrase to inspire them, but they aren’t required to actually use it in their Power  
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GENERATIVE SENTENCES

Word Placement Length

atom 3rd > 7 words

bond 4th < 8 words

ions 1st = 6 words

mass 2nd ≥ 7 words

nucleus last between 8–10 words

Practice writing your own generative sentence assignments based on your own content.

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/AssessmentPlaybookonline
resources


