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teachers I have worked with will occasionally dedicate an entire lesson 
to students doing check-your-understanding questions coupled with 
documenting where they are and where they are going.

Figure 15.4 Typical lesson sequence spread over two days.

There is one additional thing to note about these 
four practices. They are not just about transferring 
collective synergy to individual understanding. 
They are also about transferring responsibility of 
teaching into responsibility for learning That is, 
for the transfer to individual understanding to 
occur, students need to take on more and more 
responsibility for their own learning. Aside from 
consolidating from the bottom, the remaining three 
practices (check-your-understanding questions, 

meaningful notes, and understanding where they are and where they 
are going) require student responsibility in abundance. This is why 
I call these three practices the student-responsibility practices—and 
there is a hierarchy among them.

Check-your-understanding questions require the least amount of 
responsibility. Students are familiar with homework. Check-your-
understanding questions are just about shifting who they are done 
for (from teacher to students) and why they are done (from practice 
to checking for understanding). In essence, the only difference 
between homework and check-your-understanding questions is a 
shift of responsibility. This is why this practice appears first of the 
three responsibility practices, and it is the only one of the three to be 
included within the second toolkit.

Meaningful notes comes next—in the third toolkit. This requires more 
responsibility on the part of the students and is a bigger departure from 
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