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four. A second type is the evaluation summary. Like the précis, it is brief and focuses 

on the main points of the reading or experience. Unlike the précis, it concludes with a 

statement of the student writer’s opinions and insights. All summaries possess three 

common characteristics:

 They are shorter than the original piece.

 They paraphrase the author’s words.

 They focus on the main ideas only.

Twitter Notes. Ms. Adebayo’s fourth-grade class has been working on using summaries 

as a means to check for understanding after a lesson, activity, or reading, for example. 

Although her students are unaware of Twitter, they are very competent in understand-

ing a 280-character maximum. “Although my students are not on Twitter, I have them 

apply the same structure to their writing summary.” 

Her strategy, which she calls “Twitter Notes,” challenges students to answer a prompt, 

summarize a story or reflect on their learning in 280 characters max (modeled after the 

maximum amount of characters allowed in a tweet).

“One of the highlights of using twitter notes in my class is watching the students crit-

ically think about what the most significant details are to include. My students spend 

quite a bit of time processing and vetting out unnecessary information to ensure their 

twitter notes are as clear and detailed as possible.” 

Students in Ms. Adebayo’s class have the option of how to submit these summaries 

for assessment. Some use a Google Slides program wherein each summary is located 

on a new slide. As the year progresses, the students add more and more slides.  

(Figure 14 includes Ms. Adebayo’s Google Slide template; it can also be accessed by 
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TWITTER NOTES TEMPLATE

Scan this 

QR code to find  

Ms. Adebayo’s 

Google Slide 

template.

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/AssessmentPlaybookonline
resources


