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In the example you provide in Figures 14.6 and 14.7, all of the 
data are seen as equally weighted. I don’t think this should be the 

case. I want to value test data more than observational data. How do 
I do that?

This your prerogative. But I caution against blindly privileging 
some data over others across all students. This needs to be done 

on a student-by-student basis. When you wish to do this, I agree that 
it would be important to be able to see the differences in the data. This 
can be accomplished in two ways. One, you could color code your 
data such that one color is used for test and quiz data, one for 
observations, one for conversations, et cetera. The second method is 
to split each cell into two rows and record test and quiz data on one 
row and all other forms of data on the other.

I feel like this way of grading will take more time. Is that the case?

Not at all. It is true, however, that it takes a bit more time to 
record the data than in a point-gathering gradebook, but this is 

more than made up for by two time savers. First, you are no longer 

Figure 14.8 Instrument for recording student data on a fractions unit with scaling.
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