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Figure 14.7 Jennifer’s performance on the fractions unit.

There are two main reasons that contribute to this disparity between 
Jennifer’s two possible grades:

1. The amount of data (or points) gathered at 
complexity levels that she just was not going to achieve. 
A total of 23 data points exists at the advanced level in 
outcomes 2–7. The point-gathering system repeatedly 
punishes Jennifer for not being able to do things 
she just cannot yet do. The data-gathering system 
ignores these.

2. The extent to which Jennifer’s teacher was willing to look for 
evidence of Jennifer’s learning. When she found areas that 
Jennifer was not performing well on, she worked with her 
(H), had conversations (G) with her as she tried it on her own, 
and tried to observe (O) her when she was solving tasks on 
her own or in groups. In fact, there are 15 instances where 
Jennifer’s teacher gathered data through conversations or 
observations. This is time intensive. But she does not need 
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