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Regardless of grade, linking specific questions to different complexity 
levels (basic, intermediate, and advanced) further helps students to 
more completely understand where their learning is with respect to a 
specific topic. For example (see Figures 13.2 and 13.5), being able to 
extend the pattern 1, 5, 9, … (intermediate) is not the same as being 
able to extend the pattern 41, 63, 85 … (advanced).

As mentioned, these navigation instruments 
can be used by a student to self-evaluate how 
they performed on a quiz, review test, or 
set of check-your-understanding questions. 
Regardless of how it is used, however, 
performance on a specific question goes 
beyond whether it is done correctly (✓) or 
incorrectly (✗). In order for the navigation 
instrument to work properly, students need 
to also distinguish between whether they 
completed a question with or without help, 
whether they got a question correct or if they 
made a silly mistake, and whether they got a 
question wrong as opposed to not trying it at all. Each of these cases 
carries unique information that is useful to track. To facilitate this 
nuanced tracking we used six symbols: ✓, S, H, G, ✗, and N.

Figure 13.5 Navigation instrument without the outcomes (additive 
number patterns).
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