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Student Ok. Just giving up.

Teacher When?

Student As soon as we get stuck or it gets hard. [Teacher 
writes this on the board.]

 . . .

What is interesting about this process is that no matter how lacking 
a class may be in demonstrating an observable competency, they can 
always generate a list of indicators of what it would look like to have 
that competency. In the hundreds of times this has been tried, this has 
always been true—even if students don’t exhibit the desired behavior, 
they know what the desired behavior looks like.

Figure 12.6 Coconstructed T-chart for developing perseverance rubric.

Before the next class, the indicators in this T-chart are then used by 
the teacher to build a rubric like the one in Figure 12.2 or 12.3—
depending on the grade. This is not to say that we take all of their 
suggested indicators, or that we keep the order the same. But, what 
we do take, we take verbatim from what is in the T-chart. As you 
see in the script, our chance to massage verbiage occurs as we fill 
the T-chart, not after. The students need to see, as much as possible, 
that it is their ideas and their language that have contributed to the 
formation of the rubric. This can be heightened if, during the next 
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