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end-of-unit assessment, the students can access the teach-back submissions for each 

of the success criteria,” said the science teacher. “These two-minute peer explanations 

augment the other study materials they have.” Claire, a student in his class, echoed a 

similar sentiment. “We have a practice test in Mr. Ning’s class like a week before the end 

[of the unit],” said the student (see Upgrade 2 for more information on practice tests). 

“That way I know what I still need to study. And one of the things I do is check out the 

teach-back videos for the success criteria I’m having trouble with.” Because the teacher 

vets each teach-back before publicly posting it, Claire and the other students can trust 

that the information is correct. For Mr. Ning, “It’s feeding two birds with one crumb,” 

he said. “Students are getting additional peer supports for learning, and I get some 

valuable assessment data throughout the unit. It lets me interrupt misconceptions and 

monitor the progress of the class. All in all, it’s a win-win.” Mr. Ning’s quality indicators 

checklist for students is in Figure 11. 
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QUALITY INDICATORS FOR TEACH-BACK

Directions: Plan your teach-back video submission in advance. Write your major talking 

points on a sticky note and post it near your computer camera so you can refer to them 

as you explain. You have two minutes, so you want to be concise and precise. Keep 

these quality indicators in mind. 

•	Begin by telling your audience what concept or skill you will be explaining. 

•	Refer to the specific success criteria you are referencing. 

•	Provide an explanation that is accurate.

•	Make sure to explain your thinking, not just the factual knowledge. A good 
way to do this is to use a language frame for a concept such as, “I know this 
because . . .” If it is a skill, you can use a language frame such as, “I do this 
because . . .” 

•	Be sure to look at the camera, check your lighting and your audio quality. 

•	Play it back before submitting, using this checklist as a guide. 

•	When you submit your video file, please use this naming convention: 
[Last Name]_Success Criteria #_[Name of concept or skill].

Teach-Back to the Family

Teaching back is not limited to peers. In distance learning, students can also teach back 

to their family members. We are not suggesting that parents perform assessment tasks 

with or on their child, but rather that they become key figures in communicating infor-

mation to us as teachers as well as audience members for their children’s instruction. In 

order for this to occur, there are some important parameters. 

1. Parents must be clear in the learning intentions and success criteria in their 

child’s learning. This will help them understand the context for the experience. 

2. Parents are NOT assessing their child, but rather become facilitators of 

assessment (e.g., helping their child as they self-assess, translating and 

transcribing single point rubrics for their child). 


