
201CHAPTER ELEVEN | HOW STUDENTS TAKE NOTES IN A THINKING CLASSROOM 

You mention that in the I-write-you-write and fill-in-the-blank 
notes, students take notes for the wrong reason and then don’t 

look at them. How can I make sure that this doesn’t happen when I 
switch to meaningful notes?

The most important thing you can do for this is messaging. The 
message that needs be used repeatedly has to do with who notes 

are for—they are by them and for them. This cannot be overstated. 
When you first introduce the notion of notes to their future forgetful 
selves, use this phrasing, and use it every time you 
discuss notes with the students. This is needed to 
counteract the current student belief that notes 
are by the teacher—for the teacher. So, for example, 
if a student asks you if their notes are good, resist 
the urge to impose your own judgement on the 
notes. Instead, ask the student if they think the 
notes will be useful for them in a few weeks’ time.

Figure 11.7 Example student notes.

The message that needs 
be used repeatedly has 

to do with who notes are 
for—they are by them 

and for them.

Liljedahl_SAGE.indb   201 22/09/20   7:53 PM


