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Regardless of whether graphic organizers are used or not, we learned 
from experimenting with having students write notes to their future 
forgetful selves that there are three distinct competencies needed 
for students to be able to produce useful worked examples that are 
meaningful to them:

• Creation: producing a worked example.

• Annotation: using small phrases and 
side examples as signposts on the 
journey through a worked example.

• Selection: choosing an appropriate 
question to form the basis of a 
worked example.

Of these, creation is the easiest competency to acquire. Students, 
when given a specific question, usually had little difficulty producing 
the worked example. Very few students, however, spontaneously used 
this as an opportunity to begin to annotate their examples. We found 
that we could enhance this skill in students by first having them 
annotate complete, but incorrect, worked examples.

Figure 11.6 Type IV: Graphic organizer with prelabeled cells to 
demarcate different aspects of a topic.
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