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we focus solely on one skill, our feedback can be both meaningful and fast, 

often given by the next day or even within the class period itself. This speed  

also allows us to give feedback much more regularly, which a University of Chicago 

literature review argued as “[an essential practice] for creating a school or class-

room culture where success is perceived as possible” (Farrington et al., 2012, p. 38).

To see targeted feedback in action, consider this assignment from a unit  

I teach on commas, colons, semicolons, and dashes (see Figure 1.2 for an  

example; you can download this and much more from the companion website 

at resources.corwin.com/flashfeedback).

Punctuation Write

Please write a one-page, double-spaced paper in the genre of your choice and 
on the topic of your choice. Somewhere in the paper you should correctly and 
thoughtfully use the following punctuation:

•	 At least two dashes

•	 At least two colons

•	 At least two semicolons

•	 At least four different types of commas

The grade will be earned purely on the usage of this punctuation. Here is the rubric:

Criteria Points Possible Points Earned

Thoughtful and correct  
use of at least two dashes.  
No dashes are misused. 2 ____

Thoughtful and correct  
use of at least two colons.  
No colons are misused. 2 ____

Thoughtful and correct  
use of at least two semicolons.  
No semicolons are misused. 2 ____

Thoughtful and correct  
use of all commas; four  
different types of commas are used;  
no commas are misused 4 ____

FIGURE 1.2 • Targeted Writing Assignment—Punctuation


