
Chapter one: Why Culturally Responsive Teaching Matters 17

WHY CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 
TEACHING IS CRITICAL FOR 
EQUITABLY EDUCATING MLs

Now that we have explored various definitions of culture and 
CRT, let’s begin examining why culturally responsive instruc-
tion is a critical component of multilingual learners’ education. 
Although we could look at many more reasons, we will touch 
upon three here: the mismatch between MLs, teachers, and fam-
ilies; microaggressions and the increased bullying of MLs; and 
the revised TESOL Pre-K–12 Professional Teaching Standards.

Mismatches Between MLs,  
Teachers, and Families

Reflection Question
What would you like to learn about CRT for MLs?

Source: Adapted from Ingersoll, R. M., Merrill, E., Stuckey, D., & Collins, G. (2018). Seven trends: The transformation of the 
teaching force. CPRE Research Reports.

Figure 1.2 Student and Teacher Populations by Race
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