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with close to 12 million or 22 percent of children ages 5 to 17 
speaking a language other than English at home, according to 
U.S. census figures in 2017 (U.S. Census, 2017). Multilingual 
learners may or may not qualify for ESOL services.

We recognize that states and districts may have different terms 
for language support programs, such as English language 
development (ELD), English as a second language (ESL), struc-
tured English immersion (SEI), and so on. For the purposes of 
simplicity, we will refer to the general term “English for speak-
ers of other languages” (ESOL) from this point forward. We 
also wish to note that the ideal scenario for all students—both 
ML and non-ML—and one that is mandated in some locations 
is dual language instruction. In dual language settings, the 
student makeup is approximately half native English speak-
ers and half target language speakers (e.g., Spanish, Korean, 
Arabic). Students receive content-rich instruction in both lan-
guages as they acquire proficiency in the two languages and 
also learn about both cultures.
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD), “Local 
Education Agency Universe Survey,” 2000–01 through 2016–17. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d18/tables/dt18_204.20 
.asp?current=yes

Figure 1.1 Population of EL and ML School-Age Children in the United States


