
19Step 1: Select a Topic

TASK 1. IDENTIFYING A SUBJECT FOR STUDY

Most applied research in the social sciences begins by selecting an every-
day problem, interest, or concern for further study. Selecting a suitable 
interest for research requires great care and forethought. As the opening 
quote of this chapter states, “Hoe in haste, harvest in tears.” A hasty 
choice can have catastrophic consequences. Since the subject of study 
determines and directs the course of the work, employing good decision-
making skills when making this selection is a must. A subject for study 
should ignite curiosity, engage emotions, and challenge thinking. Choose 
accordingly.

Personal reflection and introspection will uncover potential interests. 
Professional and public settings provide the primary context for this 
introspection and supply fruitful opportunities for the discovery of a 
possible research topic. Examples from the workplace can identify both 
interests and concerns. What causes the conflict among members of 
committee workgroups? How accurate are standardized test scores in 
measuring individual student achievement? These questions might 
target potential subjects for study.

Organizationally, each of the following questions might provide a 
great beginning for topic development. What is the recipe for creating suc-
cessful change? Is having a forceful leader a precondition for a successful 
group? How does a school principal guide a teaching staff toward improv-
ing student performance?

If introspection about the workplace does not provide an interest or 
concern, other sources can be used. Topic suggestions can come from 
experts knowledgeable in academic disciplines or from skilled practitio-
ners in the field. Seek out those professionals you respect and ask them 
their thoughts about potential topics.

 Figure 1.1  The Process of Creating the Research Topic Statement
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