
Circle the number that best describes the child’s descriptive working approach in this activity.

Descriptive Working Approach Rubric 

Chattiness: How much does the child talk during the activity?

Quiet __________________________________________________________________________________________ Chatty 

little conversation and self-talk 

throughout the activity 

talks from time to time constantly talks

Pace of work: What is the child’s pace of work? 

Slow _____________________________________________________________________________________________ Fast 

1 2 3 4 5

slow to start and carry out the activity moderate pace throughout 

the activity 

quick start and quick finish 

Social referencing: How often does the child check with teachers or peers? 

Little interaction ____________________________________________________________________ Constant checking 

1 2 3 4 5

focuses on own work attention to others’ work and 

checks with others about the task 

occasionally 

frequently asks teacher or peer about 

the task

Playfulness: How animated, lively, or happy is the child during the activity? 

Serious ________________________________________________________________________________________ Playful 

1 2 3 4 5

mood/demeanor is serious and 

cheerless 

business-like with activity cheerful, sense of humor during the 

activity

Child’s Name:_____________ Task: ______________

1 2 3 4 5

Retrieved from the companion website for Listening to Learning: Assessing and Teaching Young Children by Gillian Dowley
McNamee and Jie-Qi Chen. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2024 by Corwin Press, Inc. All rights
reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit
entities that have purchased the book.


