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“This is a delightful game-changing 
instructional playbook for new 
teachers and those of us who want to 
be effective at cultivating a love for 
math in the students we serve. This 
will be the companion of teachers 
of math for years to come. Read this 
book—and gain tools to thrive.”

—Sharon C. Thomas
Principal, East Baton Rouge Parish 

School System, Baton Rouge, LA

Answers to Your Biggest 
Questions About Teaching 
Elementary Math
Five to Thrive series
John J. SanGiovanni, Susie Katt, Latrenda D. Knighten, Georgina Rivera

Your guide to grow and learn as a math teacher!

Whether you are a brand new teacher or a veteran, if you find 
teaching math to be quite the challenge, this is the guide you want 
by your side. Designed for just-in-time learning and support, this 
practical resource gives you brief, actionable answers to your most 
pressing questions about teaching elementary math. Written by 
four experienced math educators representing diverse experiences, 
these authors offer the practical advice they wish they received 
years ago, from lessons they’ve learned over decades of practice, 
research, coaching, and through collaborating with teams, teachers 
and colleagues—especially new teachers—every day. 

Questions and answers are organized into five areas of effort that 
will help you most thrive in your elementary math classroom:  

 1. How do I build a positive math community?

 2.  How do I structure, organize, and manage my 
 math class?

 3. How do I engage my students in math?

 4. How do I help my students talk about math?

 5.  How do I know what my students know and 
move them forward?

Woven throughout, you’ll find helpful sidebar notes on fostering 
identity and agency; access and equity; teaching in different 
settings; and invaluable resources for deeper learning. The final 
question—Where do I go from here?— offers guidance for growing 
your practice over time. Strive to become the best math educator 
you can be; your students are counting on it!  What will be your first 
step on the journey?


