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Mathematize It!
Going Beyond Key Words to Make 
Sense of Word Problems, Grades 
K-2
Kimberly Morrow-Leong, Sara Delano Moore, Linda M. 
Gojak

Mathematize It! Going Beyond Key Words to Make 
Sense of Word Problems, Grades K-2 shares a 
reasoning approach that helps students dig into the 
problem to uncover the underlying mathematics, 
deeply consider the problem’s context, and employ 
strong operation sense to solve it. Through the 
process of mathematizing, the authors provide an 
explanation of a consistent method—and specific 
instructional strategies—to take the initial focus off 
specific numbers and computations and put it on the 
actions and relationships expressed in the problem. 
Sure to enhance teachers’ own operation sense, this 
user-friendly resource for Grades K-2

• Offers a systematic mathematizing process for students 
to use when solving word problems

• Gives practice opportunities and dozens of problems to 
leverage in the classroom

•  Includes end-of-chapter activities and reflection 
questions

How can you help your students understand what is 
happening mathematically when solving word problems? 
Mathematize it! 

Presenting...

$32.95, 224 pages, ISBN: 9781544389851

“This book is a must-have for anyone who has faced the challenge of teaching problem solving. The ideas 
to be learned are supported with a noticeably rich collection of classroom-ready problems, examples of 
student thinking, and videos. Problem solving is at the center of learning and doing mathematics. And so, 
Mathematize It! should be at the center of every teacher’s collection of instructional resources.”

 -- John SanGiovanni
Coordinator, Elementary Mathematics, Howard County Public School System, Ellicott City, MD 

Also available for Grades 3-5!
Grades 6-8 Coming Fall 2020!


