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“These authors have brilliantly synthesized evidence-based 
best practices for quality instruction—breaking down the 
complexities of a balanced literacy classroom and aligning 
excellent instruction with formative assessment to meet 
the needs of all learners.”

 —Lura A. Hanks

Supervisor for ELA and Social Studies,  

Washington County Public Schools

This Is Balanced Literacy, 
Grades K-6
Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, Nancy Akhavan

All the tips and tools you need to realize  
the goal of balanced literacy learning. 

Students learn to read and write best when their 
teachers balance literacy instruction. Bestselling 
authors Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, and Nancy 
Akhavan help you strike the right balance of skills and 
knowledge, reading and writing, small and whole 
group instruction, and direct and dialogic instruction, 
so that all students can learn to their maximum 
potential. 

Using this essential guide, tap your intuition, 
collaborate with your peers, and put the research-
based strategies embedded within to work in your 
classroom for a strong and successful balanced 
literacy program.

On-Your-Feet Guides for Balanced Literacy: 


