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For a primary sequence, consider 
the following tasks, where 
students are asked to find the next 
three terms of a number pattern:

Each of the sequences of curriculum tasks 
has another quality that is common among 
them—the increase in challenge from one task 
to the next is incrementally small. In other 
words, we are just pushing the envelope a little 
bit in each step, which helps keep students in 
flow and reduces the chance of pushing them 
into frustration by making cognitive leaps too 
challenging. I refer to such sequences as thin 
slicing (see Figure 9.6). Thin slicing sequences 
stand in contrast to the thick slicing sequence we see in thinking tasks 
such as tax collector (Chapter 6), ice cream cones (Chapter 5) and 
wine chest (Chapter 5), where the increase in challenge from one part 
of the task to the next is much greater (see Figure 9.2).
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Figure 9.6 Thin slicing sequence of tasks.
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