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try to apply it for themselves. Even if they do not, the extension they 
are next asked to work on often requires them to apply their new 
knowledge anyway. Having said that, it is always best if groups who 
are in the helping role are thoughtful about how they give out ideas so 
as to maximize the opportunity for the learning group to think. You 
may wish to discuss this with your class from time to time—but not 
until after you have begun to mobilize knowledge.

What if the help that a group actively gives, or a group passively 
gets, is mathematically incorrect?

This happens. But, in the collaborative setting of a thinking 
classroom, groups tend to self-correct. After all, the more eyes 

that are on something, the less likely an error goes unnoticed. For this 
reason, mobilized knowledge, like collaboration, also tends to 
converge toward correctness. And do not forget that you are still in 
the room and monitoring progress. If you see an error, you can 
point it out.

Summary
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