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4. Think about how often you are verbal, only verbal, in your 
current practice. Don’t just think about when you are talking 
to the class as a whole, but also when you are interacting with 
the students one-on-one or one-on-few.

5. Think about how often you are verbal in your interactions 
with people outside of the classroom. What are the 
circumstances in which being verbal is not enough, and you 
need to demonstrate, point, or write something to help with 
the interaction? What is it you show, point to, or write in 
those circumstances? How does that compare to what you 
write for students in your current practice?

6. What will be the hardest part of trying to be verbal when 
giving a task?

7. What are some of the challenges you anticipate you will 
experience in implementing the strategies suggested in this 
chapter? What are some of the ways to overcome these?

Try This
The following tasks are ideally suited for giving verbally according to 
the scripts provided.

Grades K–3: Next Door Numbers

Teacher Let’s look at these boxes. How many boxes are there?

Students 10!

Teachers  Correct! Now look at this list of numbers. How many 
are there?

 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Students 10!

Teacher  What your job is, is to place the 10 numbers into the 
10 boxes. But there is one rule. Two numbers that are 

Liljedahl_SAGE.indb   116 22/09/20   7:48 PM




