
206 BUILDING THINKING CLASSROOMS IN MATHEMATICS

5. Think of a time where you, yourself, took I-write-you-write 
and/or fill-in-the-blank notes. How engaged were you?

6. What are some of the challenges you anticipate you will 
experience in implementing the strategies suggested in this 
chapter? What are some of the ways to overcome these?

Try This
The following are tasks that require multistep solutions and 
solution pathways. As such, they are ideal for students to write 
meaningful notes on.

Grades K–5: Dot Patterns

Consider the following dot pattern. There are 25 dots. Find multiple 
ways to show that there are 25 dots by circling pieces of it and writing 
the appropriate number sentence.

Grades 6–9: 1,001 Pennies

There are 1,001 pennies lined up on a table. Starting at one end of the 
line, I replace every second coin with a nickel. I then go back to the 
beginning and replace every third coin with a dime. Finally, I go back 
to the beginning and replace every fourth coin with a quarter. How 
much money is now on the table?
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Grades 10–12: Bank Robber

A bank robber is being chased by a bank guard when they fall into a 
square swimming pool. By the time the guard gets to the corner of 
the pool, the robber has swum into the exact middle of the pool. The 
guard can run faster than the robber can swim. But the robber can 
run faster than the guard can run. What direction should the bank 
robber swim in (in a straight line) to maximize their chance of escape?
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