Poel'ra Pauses for eril'ing Informalive and

Reseavrch Pieces

A SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT: WRITING POETRY FROM HISTORY
RESEARCH, GRADE 8

Directions: This assignment brings together the knowledge you uncovered during your
research project and the genre you discovered reading a novel in verse.

Write three short poems from the first-person point of view, as if they are written by the per-
son you researched.

Imagine that these are three poetic “chapters” in the person’s autobiography-in-verse. The
poems will need to include imagery, figurative language (hyperbole, simile, metaphor, per-
sonification) and perhaps a few sound devices (alliteration, assonance, and rhyme). These
poems are not just a way to express facts about your historical figure, but they should also be
fine examples of poetry based on your experience as writers earlier this year.

Some ideas to help you get started . . .

Write about your person enjoying a cup of coffee, contemplating his or her life so far.

¥» Write about your person the day after a tragedy in his or her life.
» Write about your person after having an extremely exciting or frustrating day of work.
¥» First line: “My mind is likea . ..”
» First line: “What | remember most is . . .”
¥» First line: “It smelled like and sounded like
when...”

» Start with a series of three verbs from our classroom word wall.

See the book and below for two poems written by Amy, an eighth-grade student researching
Eli Whitney, as part of this assignment.
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DETERMINATION

So interested to see

how that one watch worked,
| lied to my parents

in order to stay home

from church.

| took it apart,

and put it back together
but | had to hold my excitement back
when my sister came home.
| had to hold my tongue,

not tell her.

INTERCHANGEABLE PARTS

Changing the way

life was lived in the day -
that was the thing

that I liked to do.
Soldiers would dread

the long wait

for their

broken weapons

and get through the chill
in the heart

that their weapons
wouldn’t be fixed in time.
So | invented
interchangeable parts,
which is something
people still use

as they live, today.
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