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As you think about the role that your culture plays in teach-
ing and learning, it is also important to consider the school 
culture. Let’s return to the Lian, Lestari, and Ms. Morgan 
scenario at the beginning of the chapter. A student may 
come from a culture where there are strong expectations 
around working collaboratively and supporting members 
of their community. This may be different from the teach-
er’s culture or the school culture in the United States, in 
which the importance of demonstrating independence 

is highly valued. Cultural differences 
such as this example can lead to mis-
communication and misunderstandings 
about expectations, which will in turn 
impact student learning. Our colleague 
Dr. Ayanna Cooper developed the fol-
lowing model to help us think about 
the convergence of these three cultures 
(i.e., student, teacher, and school) and 
the impact that they have on teaching 
and learning. Consider the model, and 
then complete Application Activity 2c. 
My School Culture.

Reflection Question
What is an example of privilege in your own life?
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School
culture
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Source: Ayanna Cooper, 2019 (personal communication).




