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For example, the following argumentation task template invites students to compare two 

conditions:

[Insert question] After reading ________ (literature or informational texts), write a/an 

________ (essay or substitute) that compares________ (content) and argues ________ 

(content). Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts.

This template can be used as a springboard for writing in any number of subject areas. 

In each case, the writing task specifies the purpose and task in detail. We have aug-

mented these prompts with explicitly stated information about audiences in order to 

further support students as they craft their pieces:

•	 	ELA: What is courage in a time of war? After reading Stephen Crane’s Red Badge 

of Courage, write an essay for peers that compares Henry Fleming’s inner conflict 

as he wrestles with moral and ethical issues of war and argues for a definition of 

true courage. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the text. 

•	 	US History: What is the cost of freedom? After reading Korematsu v. United 

States, 323 U.S. 214 (1944), the Supreme Court decision upholding the internment 

of Japanese and Japanese-Americans during World War II, write an essay for 

fellow high school history students that compares the cases brought by the 

plaintiff and defendant and argues whether the court ruled rightly or wrongly on 

its constitutionality. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the text. 

•	 	Science: Is the expense of interplanetary exploration worth the cost? After reading 

the article, “Mars Rover Curiosity’s Siblings: A Short History of Landings On Alien 

Planets” by Clay Dillow, write a fact guide for potential voters that compares the 

knowledge gained with the cost in doing so and argues its worth to humankind. 

Be sure to support your position with evidence from the text.

For younger students, it's useful to listen to them read as part of the assessment 
process.
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