Additional Lists of Essential Questions
for Ranking and Revising

MIGRATION (BOTH HUMAN
AND WILDLIFE)

¢ Why move?

e What is migration?

e Why are migrations necessary?

e Why did people travel the Oregon Trail?

e Do animals move because of lost habitat?
e Why do animals and birds migrate?

e Why do people emigrate?

e What are the costs and benefits of moving?

e What are the greatest historical migrations,
and what caused them?

COLONIZATION AND
CULTURAL CONFLICT

e Why do cultures coexist and collide at
various points in history?

e What is a colony?

e Why was colonization a positive force for
Western culture?

e Should we colonize Mars? The Antarctic?

e What were the causes and effects of the
Vietnam War?

e Who owns Africa (or any other place)?

e What were the reasons for European
colonization in Africa (or elsewhere)?

e What are the costs and benefits of
colonization?

ENVIRONMENT

e Which is more dangerous, a volcano or a
hurricane?
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e What environmental and ecological issues
face the United States/Africa today?

e What social and environmental injustices
and inequalities exist in the United States/
Africa today?

e How are we connected to bees?

e How can we best prepare for natural
disasters?

e How did Monet perceive the world?

SOCIAL PROBLEMS/HEALTH

e What is waste, and what are its effects?

e Who is hungry, and what are the effects
of hunger?

e What is a good house? A good
habitat?

e What does it mean to be healthy?

LANGUAGE ARTS/HUMANITIES

e What is courage?

e What is a good relationship?

e Where do | belong?

e What is normal?

e How does power affect people?

e How does power circulate in any group?
Who benefits, and who loses?

PHYSICS

e Where do waves come from? How can
waves be used?

e Where is the image located when using
reflective surfaces?
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How can we create the most effective
surveillance system for the school using
sensors?

BIOLOGY

How can we create the most sustainable
school?

How do geography and climate affect the
growth of crops? Of animal populations? Of
human populations and culture?

Why do organisms die?
How are we similar to bacteria?

Is sex necessary, biologically speaking?

HISTORY/CULTURAL VALUES

Who was/is a great person/effective leader?

When are laws fair, and how can they be
made fairer?

What is worth fighting for?

Are wars ever necessary, and under what
conditions can they be justified?

Where does money come from, and how
does money work?

To what degree can U.S. history be
considered a history of progress?

GOVERNMENT

What constitutes a good government?
Why rebel?

What causes corruption in a
government?

Can corruption be controlled?
What can one voice do against a group?

What social problems has teenage rebellion
caused?

What social progress has teenage rebellion
brought about?

When—and in what forms—is it
justifiable to revolt against an established
government?

What are the most essential elements of a
good government?

Do people need government?

What are the most prevalent forms of
government in the world today?

What kind of government best fulfills
the needs of all of its people equally and
fairly?

What are the costs and benefits of different
kinds of government?

Why is it important to protect and promote
democracy?

Is there too much or too little national
power, and what makes you say so?

To what degree can liberty and security be
balanced?

To what degree does federalism work?
What is a good government?

LOVE AND RELATIONSHIPS

What is love?

What is true love?

Why is love essential to a good life?
Can a teenager really be in love?

What expectations come with emotional
and physical relationships?

What are the greatest relationship concerns
of adolescents today?

What is a good relationship?
What is a true friend?

What is a good relationship, and how is this
affected by era, culture, and situation?

What can society do to promote healthy
relationships?
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