STUDENT WORK SAMPLE:
ZOYA'S INQUIRY-BASED RESEARCH ESSAY

What in Jour oinion makes a woman's Swile beautiful?

A Shiny white teeth
& A huae glate in hev lig
Q) Shavk-like teeth

M Cvrooked teeth

The world 05 a whole does wnot live by the same Standavds or ideals. One of the
woSt clashing and contravy asgects of cultuve 16 the way we See beauty, how we
deine it, and $or what guegose cevtain beauty Standavds ave set. Moot living in
American culture will most likely Side with answer A as govtvaying tTygical beauty,
but deqendiv\3 on wheve \ou 90 n the world, every one o€ these aspects is seen
a5 beauti€ul. Obviously, these ave all extremely diverse and dif€event chavac-
tevistics, but Somehow they all a\e$i3m+2 and velate to the Sawme wovd:. beavty.
How 15 this gossible? See'm3 all these elements put +o'30_‘rher, one way say that
theve i$ vno set definition €or beauty, and that 16 tvue. Bach cultuve or Society
sets it own ideals and standavds Yo cveate it own deinition €ov the wovd.
That's what wakes us all So dif€event. As €or the veason behind these Stan-
davds, it has become clear that €or wiost geogle, the biggest wmotive €or ackiev-
ny "oeauty” 16 to imgress others, garticularly those o€ the other sex, and to set
a cevtain impression of oneself in Society.

Beﬁ'\m‘mﬂ with a culture wany ave €amiliar with-American culture. Tn our own
Society, how do geogle gevceive the definition of beautyl Taking a close look at
Stavs in W\QSOZ'MQQ, s easy to say that we have set vewy clear 3uido_\ine9. MoSt
w0gaZineS gortray a woman with a Slim body, €lawless, unblemished €ace, and
WScious hair as the gevect ‘\w\ac_zso_. Though obviously o w\acﬁaz‘me would Say these
exact wovds, o€€er‘w\3 a wltitude o€ weight 1055, haiv avowth, and skin cave tigs
+lnvou<3hou+ evevy beauty wagaZine 15 ea%y evidence. TS a gretty indivect imgli-
cation 9'\-0'\-'m<3 That women wmust change themselves n ovdev Yo achieve that
vewy imoaae. A vecent i55ue o Feople wmagazine included an avticle €ea+w'm3 theiv
"50 Most Beautiful Peogle” Almost every star who had cagtioned their photo

had included the asgect of inner beauty playing the wain vole n their e, This,
Thouah, was a little of€-gutting when each stav pictured had a gevfect complex-
ion, Slim bbody, etc. One 5eavching theough the FPeople welbsite will also stumble ugon
Weight Watchers ads. What does this say about ouv cuttuve? These examples Qov-
Tray a clashing view about what the actual definition o€ American beauty way
veally be: what wany say it is-inner-and what it veally ends ug bein3—0u+ev.

Now, +a\<'mc3 Amevican culture and its beauty valves, ask the question "For what
QUrpose ave these beauty Standavds set? To wany, the answer vavies. A vecent



5tudy Ut wmen and women into a voom, and they weve asked this vevy question.
The Givst vesponse came Crom women. Seveval expressed that the Gee\iv@ o€
comgetition between other women 5 what drives thewm to look better or to
dvess Yo imeress. Seveval othevs sided that the drive o€ mMQressing wmew, ond
+\~\"m3 Yo vefiect o man's wants in o womaw, i5 the wain asgect that women
conSidev. Heaving this, the wen in the voom aﬁveea\ with the Gvot avoUg, Coming
Yo the conclusion that the whole issue o€ gevcegtions o€ \DO_QU*’\.' n oUr cultuve 1S
driven by women. Which aroup was vight? Seeing this 5tudy, T decided Yo conduct
wy own veseavch based on what the Second group Said, tvying to See how often
wowmen n our culture take their looks into account when they seek intevest in
Someone. T asked avound 10 €emale Okemos H'\ih School Students how often
they consSider looks over gevsonality tvaits when ageroaching a wale, 0nd avound
%% o€ the 3'\‘(\9 50id they conSider outer looks ovev an\ﬁrh'\nﬁ, ho?'\na ‘o wake

a 300& st impression. See'm3 the vesults to both suvrveys, the concluSion that
way be veached i5 that in an Amevican Society, a huge qurgose behind 5etting
beauty standavds 15 to vefiect the wants o€ the ogposite sex.

Mov'mﬁ on to other cultures that wmany ave less €awmiliar with, one \oe‘mtﬁ Ai-
can and the other TwndonesSian, a cevtain phenomenon that or'\«jmai-ea\ i A€vica
i the €amous "Lig Plate” When a woman i6 veady to wmavey, a hole iS5 wmade in
hex bottom lig with a wooden Stick, which i5 exganded evevy day. When wade

\o‘\cj enouc_:)ln, a 3‘\om\L r'm3 iS5 insevted into the lig, and once this iS5 achieved, the
wowman 15 conSideved the egitome of beauty. Relatable to this, an Tndonesian
tvend 16 to "chisel” or Shaveen, the 26\329 o€ a woman's teeth with a man-made
hammer-like tool, making thew shavk-like. Both of these processes, the Afvican
and Tndonesian, ave extremely pain€u), but vegresent ar-€etched beauty in
both cuttuves. Cowxqar'm3 thewm Yo the Amevican Standavd o€ beauty, it's obvieus
woSt in oUr cUltUve ave wot Seen with a hole in their lig or gointed teeth, but in
the theee dif€event cultures, beauty is vepresented in theee comgletely dif€er-
ent ways.

Conﬁnu'mﬁ with A€vican and Twndonesian cultuves, €oe what QUroSe ave their
\oeau‘\—q standavds set? The answer to the queStion was wmuch easier Yo €nd in
these cases. The Afvican vitual cleavly stated that the whole gurpose behind it
was to glease a waw, in pavticvlar, their husband, and come o€ wove beautiuly
Yo thewm. The TundonesSian vitual stated likewise. One Tndonesian woman, ater
the chic;e\'wﬁ, said Yo an interviewer "Now that wy teeth ave shavg, T look wove
beautiful €oc wy husband, So he won't leave wme” (Pi\oncj\ atd in Wong ava. 4).
Cuttuves like these €ully devote the gurgose of beauty to the gleasing of the
ogposite sex.

MoSt geogle living in our Society (Amevican) ave used Yo the image of “stvaight
teeth” a5 an ideal n the voute to ach‘\evin3 Utimate \oeauw. Meanwhile, n
Jagan, a vevy dif€event style has come orward, that of crooked teeth! T+
5 called yaeba, also known a5 "Yooth crowding” Women gurgoseully disavvanae



theiv teeth to ageear wmove attvactive. And €or what veason has this crazy (or
what we'd think iS5 cvazy) idea occuvved? The uegose bbehind this 5teange tech-
nigue 5 to come o€ wove endearing to men by aving thew a thouaht that
the woman iS5 wove aggroachable by ‘oe‘m3 less gev€ect. Heve, the whole wmeaning
behind "Claws ave what wake us beauti€ul” is looked at with a whole wew stand-
oint. AlSo, once ag0in, the entive gurgose behind a beauty ideal 5 to “imgress
and \uve”

Tn the book that T have st Gished veading, The Hunchback of Notve-Dame,
beauty i also taken into €ocus in quite a \aw3e wWay. One wainm chavacter in
the Stovy, Quasimodo, has a \orcﬁe wole covev'mrﬁ hi> eye, one s‘mcj\e \oic3 eyebovow,
and a large Wmg in his back. He 5 seen a5 %o incredibly Ugly and de€ormed, and
16 described "like the embattied pavaget o€ a €ortvess” (Huao, Chag, 7 g9 ),
while on the contvary, the chavacter La Bsmevalda 6 viewed as a "Grace<ul
and daZZ\'m%” chavactev (HU3o, . 44). She iS5 Slendev, has davk haiv, and emev-
a\d 3v0_0_n eyes. The concept that wuch o€ the book fv\."m?) to ?oﬁ'va\.‘ iS5 how
peogle See and udge aggeavances and how di€evently geogle may vespond to

a cevtain aggeavance. 0€ten, certain visval chavacteristics ave divectly linked
o a gositive or nedative judgment. The way the book di€evs $vom previous
ideas i5 n the way that it takes glace i a time geviod wiuch dif€event $rom
0UxS, and this Shows US a vevy broad view o€ how Jdgment and the concegt
o€ beauty has chan3ed ovev time +lnvoU3h the evolution of cultuves. Today, we
have bbecome wove awave of one’s inner beauty as well as outer. Peogle’s gev-
Sonalities ave taken into account as gart of their ovevall beauty, wheveas

at the time o The Hunchback, wost geogle €ocused Qinﬁ\ehanded\\{ on aggeav-
ance. The definition of beauty way ot only change £rom the cultuves existing
today, but also €rom cultuves in a dif€event eva.

Tn the end, it 6 clear that our culture af<€ects how bbeauty agpears to us.
Theve 5 cextainly vno Swnale way Yo describe gevection n a gevson. What one
wmay View a5 Qic\io_n'm3 Yo the eye, another wmay view as 9+r'\\<'m3. We ave all di€-
€event, and dif€event i5 beautiful. "beauty can be conSoling, d'\‘ﬁ'u‘r\oivxcﬁ, sacved,
grofane; it can be exhilavating, aggealing, inseiving, chilling. Tt can affect us in
an Unlimited variety o€ ways. Yet it i never viewed with indif€erence: beauty
dewmands to be woticed. it speaks to Us divectly like the voice o an intimate
£viend” (Sevuton, Beauty). Sometimes it way be havd to find a Qurgose behind
9+vN'm5 €or Utimate beauty, but one +In'm3 that we all have in common i5

the nStinct Yo Strike and make an impression on geogle. Twn todays wovld,
ot mpvessSions o€ten become wove wmportant than who a gevson +vu\\| i5. As
humanity develogs, theve 5 a 3vea'\— hoge that theve will once come a day that
we will all €ully Undevstand the concept of beauty veally being n "“the eyes o€
the beholder” Tn that time, theve will be an exact definition €ov beauty, that
\oe'm3 Yone's inner sel€”
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