Hilscks Hieranchy Questions

Directions: Verify that each question is the type indicated and explain how you know. Then answer the
questions.
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Level 1: Basic stated information

What are the four layers of the atmosphere? How are they layered from the ground up?

Level 2: Key details

Why does Bryson argue that the troposphere is “dear to us” as human beings?

Level 3: Stated relationships (comparison)

What is the relationship between temperature in the atmosphere and molecules in the air?

Level 4: Simple implied relationships

Why aren't all layers of the atmosphere habitable by humans?

(Continued)



Level 5: Complex implied relationships

In what various ways can the atmosphere be considered both thick and thin? Cite some examples of
comparisons that Bryson uses. What might be the functional effects of this thinness and thickness?
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Level 6: Authorial generalization

What might Bryson say about our relationship with, dependence on, and responsibility toward the
atmosphere?

Level 7: Structural generalization

How does Bryson use comparisons to help the reader understand characteristics of the atmosphere’s
layers and how dependent we are on the atmosphere?
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