Steve was totally prepared! This time he had

made a camping list for his trip.

He had his friends double-check the list. He
rehearsed how he would go through each day
and what he would do; considered all the
problems that might occur, from waking to eating

to hiking to sleeping; and checked his list against
the equipment required for each task or problem
on his list. He laid out all the gear and checked it
against the list. In contrast to the last trip when

he forgot several essential items including his tent
poles, this time would be better.
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SAMPLE THINK-ALOUD
[FOR TEACHER

Lesson 2. Noticing the Text Structures in Nonfiction Texts:

REFERENCE ONLY] Thinking Aloud

Camping

Steve was totally prepared!

That’s a direct statement.

This time

“This” is a text structure cue word—compared to a “last” time. The
very short sentence is kind of a rupture and implies a comparison
between this time and last time.

he had made a camping list for his trip.

So he must not have made a list last time.

He had his friends double-check the list. He rehearsed how he
would go through each day and what he would do; considered all
the problems that might occur, from waking to eating to hiking to
sleeping; and checked his list against the equipment required for
each task or problem on his list.

He is listing strategies for making a list. I need to see every item on
the list as an implied comparison to what he didn’t do last time.

He laid out all the gear and checked it against the list. In contrast

Here he’s making a direct statement of comparison.

to the last trip

“Last trip” is another direct statement.

when he forgot several essential items including his tent poles, this
time would be better.

Text structure cue words of comparison! So the difference between this
time and the last time is pretty clear. I think the author is telling us
something about the importance of preparation. And maybe about
special cases that require special preparation—like camping —
because you can’t easily solve problems when they come up.
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