
Retrieved from the companion website for Grammar Keepers: Lessons That Tackle Students’ Most Persistent Problems Once and for All, Grades 4–12 by Gretchen Bernabei. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin 
.com. Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit organization that has purchased this book.

Ex:

Spelling rule—Doubling the 
consonants
When a word ends in one consonant, right after 
one vowel, double the consonant before adding a 
suffix.

hop–hopping
map–mapping
hit–hitting

Chef snipped and then chopped 

while sitting down.

(double consonant)

Ex:

(double consonant)

(double consonant)

PRACTICE THE CONVERSATION:
A:	 Read the sentence, please.

B:	� Chef snipped and then chopped while 
sitting down.

A:	� Great. What are the three underlined 
words?

B:	 Snipped, chopped, sitting.

A:	� Good. Now what’s the spelling rule that 
applies to these words?

B:	� The consonants get doubled when you add 
a suffix like –ed or –ies.

A:	� Yes. So what were these words before? 
What are the root words?

B:	� Snip, chop, sit. They each end in one 
consonant after one vowel, which means 
the rule applies.

A:	� What would happen if you didn’t double 
the consonant?

B:	 Well, a snipper would be a sniper.

A:	 Not good.

B:	 Nope.

A:	 Great work.


