SUMMARY

TYPE 5-DECISION MAKING

PARENT PARTICIPATION AND SHARED LEADERSHIP ON

School Council or School Improvement Team
Action Team for Partnerships (ATP)

PTA or PTO

Title | advisory and other committees
Independent advisory and advocacy groups

CHALLENGES

Include parent leaders from all racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and other groups on advisory councils, teams,
and committees.

Offer training for parent leaders to develop leadership skills and to represent other parents.

Include student representatives in high schools along with parents on committees.

REDEFINITIONS

“Decision making” in schools includes a process of partnership—for example, sharing views, solving
problems, and taking action toward shared goals for excellent education and student success—not a power
struggle of conflicting ideas.

“Parent leader” means a representative who shares information with and obtains ideas from other families,
not just a parent who attends school meetings.

RESULTS FOR STUDENTS

Awareness that families’ views are represented in school decisions
Specific benefits linked to policies enacted by parent organizations and committees

RESULTS FOR PARENTS

Awareness of and input to policies that affect children's education
Development of participation and leadership skills in responsibilities for activities and in representation of
other parents

RESULTS FOR TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Awareness of families' perspectives in policies and school decisions
Recognition of equality of family representatives on school committees

For presentations, see the Handbook CD or visit resources.corwin.com/PartnershipsHandbook for usable
slides on the types, challenges, redefinitions, and results for Type 5.
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