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WHAT DO WE KNOW  
from U.S. and international studies of  
family and community engagement?

•	 Parents vary in how much they presently are involved.

•	 Parents are very concerned about their children’s success  
in school.

•	 Students need multiple sources of support to succeed in 
school and in life.

•	 Schools must reach out to involve all families.

•	 Some teachers and administrators are initially resistant to 
increasing family involvement.

•	 Teachers and administrators in schools and districts need 
preservice and inservice education to strengthen and 
sustain goal-linked programs of family and community 
involvement.

•	 Subject-specific practices involve families in ways that 
directly assist students’ learning and success.

•	 Partnership programs are most effective if they are research-
based, customized for each community, evaluated, and 
continually improved.

See summaries of research that support these points at  
www.partnershipschools.org.
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