
Retrieved from the companion website for Grammar Keepers: Lessons That Tackle Students’ Most Persistent Problems Once and for All, Grades 4–12 by Gretchen Bernabei. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin 
.com. Reproduction authorized only for the local school site or nonprofit organization that has purchased this book.

PRACTICE THE CONVERSATION:
A: Read the first sentence, please.

B: She said, “You know I can see you.”

A: How does it end?

B:  After the word you is a period, then quotation 
marks.

A:  Can you explain why the period is inside the 
quotation marks?

B:  It’s the end of the quote. If it were drawn as a 
word bubble, the period would be inside the 
word bubble.

A: Great. Will you read the second sentence?

B: “You know I can see you,” she said.

A:  Yes. Why isn’t there a period after you in that 
sentence?

B:  The end of the quote isn’t the end of the 
sentence. So the sentence gets the period, 
and the end of the quote changes into a 
comma. The quotation marks go after the 
comma.

A: Excellent. And the third sentence?

B: Same logic.

A: Exactly.

(word bubble)

Ex:

Quotations ending in 
punctuation

She said, “You know I can see you.”

“You know I can see you,” she said.

“You know,” she said, “I can see 
you.”

(word bubble with comma)

(interrupted word bubble)


