
Prompts for Evaluating Evidence

zz What is the topic of this text?

zz What is the main idea/key point the author is asserting about the topic?

zz How do headings, topic sentences, and repeating words and graphics help me 
decide the key point the author is making?

zz Are there subtopics?

zz Might the subtopics help me know which reasons support each key point?

zz What evidence does the author provide to support each key idea?

zz Does the evidence seem sound (from authoritative sources)?

zz Is there a variety of data (statistics, expert quotes from opposing views)?

zz Is this a personal opinion, devoid of generalizable evidence about this topic?
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