
How Do Readers Figure Out 
What Words Mean?
Here are some strategies:

zz What does the word make you see? Smell? Hear? Feel? Taste? (visualization 
and sensory images)

zz Can you think of antonyms for the word? (opposites)

zz Can you think of synonyms for the word? (words that have the same meaning)

zz Can you use the context to help you figure out the word?

zz What tone or mood does the word make you feel?

zz Can you make associations?

zz Can you use it in new ways?

zz Is the definition right on the page?

zz Is this an example of word play?

zz What are the writer’s choices? Why did he or she choose to use these words?
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