EXCERPT TO WRITE ABOUT

“Drought in the Plains”

From The Dust Bowl
by Rebecca Langston-George

Name: Date:

» Directions: Look at these two pages from The Dust Bowl by Rebecca Langston-George. Read
the text, but pay attention to the visual features. Use the visual features to answer these
questions. Annotate in the margins your thinking and how the visuals help you answer these
questions:

1. Which two states were affected most by the drought?

2. Describe what the Dust Bowl looked like without using the word desert.

> After: From these two pages, what big question do you have? Write it here:

Note: Look at the visual showing drought in the plains. Notice how color and shading is used to convey the areas most hard hit
by drought, in the Oklahoma and Texas panhandles. What can you infer from the information on this page? Do the pictures and
words help you infer why the area was called the Dust Bowl? Why do you think the choice was made to show the other states?
Nonfiction writers and illustrators have made many choices, even in a relatively simple graphic like this one.

(Continued)
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