
Prompts FOR HELPING Readers Notice Multiple Main Ideas

zz Why did the author write this piece? What does he or she want me to 
understand?

zz What are the main ideas of this text? What ideas run from the beginning to the 
end of the text?

zz What key idea does the author develop throughout the text?

zz What specific details help me determine this?

zz (Seventh grade) What central ideas does the author introduce and develop 
throughout?

zz (Seventh grade) How does the author develop these big ideas throughout the 
text?
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