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NUMBER RELATIONSHIPS AND DISTANCE 
FROM ZERO

Name: Multiple Cover Up� Type: Game

About the Game: Multiple Cover Up is an opportunity for students to practice recalling multiples. Players strategically 
choose multiples to cover on the game board with the goal of making as many “three-in-a-rows” as possible before 
all cards are used. The game board includes prime numbers (which are marked as “free” spaces). An alternate version 
of the game board is provided that does not mark the prime numbers. In that version, students have to be on the 
lookout for primes and avoid them because they can block a three-in-a-row. After playing, ask, “Which multiples 
are easiest for you to cover and why?” or “How does finding multiples help you with other things you do in math?” 

Materials: Multiple Cover Up factor cards (pages 4–6), Multiple Cover Up game board (page 2 or 3), centimeter cubes 
for game pieces

Directions:	 1.	� The goal of this game is to get more three-in-a-rows than your opponent. The prime numbers are 
free spaces. Either player can use these to make three-in-a-row. For example, a player with a piece 
on 28 and 30 has three-in-a-row using 28, 29 (free), and 30.

2.	 Players take turns pulling a Multiple Cover Up factor card.

3.	 On their turn, a player covers any two available multiples of the factor they pull. If there are no 
spaces available, the player loses their turn.

4.	 Play until all of the Multiple Cover Up factor cards are used.

5.	 Players count up all of their “three-in-a-rows.” The player with the most “three-in-a-rows” wins.
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MULTIPLE COVER UP

Directions: Flip a card. Cover two multiples of the number on the card. When all of the cards have been used, the player with the 
most three-in-a-rows wins. A free space can be used for either player.
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MULTIPLE COVER UP

Directions: Flip a card. Cover two multiples of the number on the card. When all of the cards have been used, the player with the 
most three-in-a-rows wins.
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