
Prompts for Identifying Main Idea and Details

zz What is the big idea/main idea of this text?

zz What key ideas, specific details, and events help me determine this?

zz What details and facts from the text would I include when summarizing?

zz What conclusions does the author discuss in this text?

zz What does the author want me to believe/do after reading this text?

zz What inferences can I make and what specific details from the text led me to 
make each one?

zz What is the topic/subtopic—and what does the text say about that?

zz What does the writer keep calling attention to, in pictures and in words? Are 
there sentences in the beginning or end that seem to speak to this bigger 
point?

zz How is this text organized to get me to think/feel in particular ways?
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